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mobilization had been issued. Regiments in
India, however, are maintained at the full
strength of all ranks, and are therefore ready
to embark at shorter notice. The Viceroy, Lord
Curzon, was asked to send a contingent of 8,000
men to Natal as quickly as possible. In a week
they were at sea, and they began to 'disembark
at Durban on October 7. Sir George White
was hurried out to take command of this force;
he had lately been Commander-in-Chief in
India and had just been appointed Governor
of Gibraltar. He reached Durban on October 6.
As soon as Kruger learned about these move-
ments he issued an ultimatum on October 9,
demanding the withdrawal of the troops re-
cently landed and the diversion of those on
their way to South Africa. This was prac-
tically a declaration of war, and without wait-
ing for further argument the Boers decided to
strike before the full strength of their enemy
could be developed. Fifteen thousand Trans-
vaalers from the north and 6,000 Free Staters
from the west converged on Ladysmith, where
Sir George White was collecting the British
forces as quickly as they arrived.
The first two engagements were fought by
detachments at Talana Hill on October 20, and
Elandslaagte on October 21. In both of these
the British infantry drove their opponents out
of their positions and claimed victory. The
successes, however, were unreal, for in each
case the ground had to be given up immedi-
ately afterwards, and the detachments made
the best of their way to join White's main body
at Ladysmith. On October 30 another attempt